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PSALM cxxxvi. 26. 


O give thanks unto the God of heaven, for 
luis mercy endureth for ever. 


Tux duty of Thankſgiving to our Great 
Creator is generally acknowledged, and is 
confirmed by the precepts and example of 
devout men in all ages. David, though 
expoſed to greater viciſſitudes of fortune 
than almoſt any other monarch; though 
alternately afflicted and exalted by ſuch 
events as have moſt influence in diſtreſſing, 
or gladdening the human heart, is yet al- 


ways ready, both in proſperity and adver- 


ſity, to utter the ſong of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving to God. 
At * It 
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Ir is a duty, indeed, which, in every 
ſituation of life, ariſes from a well-placed 
confidence in the Divine Attributes. Sen- 


| ſible that we are under the providence and 


protection of infinite wiſdom and infinite 
power, we may reſt aſſured, that * all 
« things ſhall work together for good to 
© them that love God,” and therefore may, 
with equal devotion, bleſs the arm that 
chaſtens, or ſupports us. Hence 1t was 
that the holy Jos could ſay, in the midſt of 
his affliction, © The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord,” And hence it was 
that PAUL and SILAs, when - unjuſtly 
© thruſt into the inner priſon,” we read, 
% and with their feet made faſt in the 
* ſtocks, prayed at midnight, and ſang 
« praiſes unto God.“ 1 | 

Ir the duty of praiſe and thankſgiving be 
ſo univerſal as to extend to every difficulty 
and diſtreſs, if it be required of us when | 


groaning 
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groaning under oppreſſion, and ſinking 
under the weight of misfortune and. cala- 
- mity, ſurely its obligations will be felt with 
double force when we are enjoying, un- 
der the divine mercy, apparent benefits and 
bleflings. Under ſuch circumſtances, it 
becomes one of the moſt pleaſing exerciſes 
of the devotional ſpirit ; it is immediately 
connected with every principle of gratitude 
and love to God, and naturally extends its 
influence to works of e and a 
good-will to man. | 

. WrirmovrT dwelling, therefore, at TY 
on the duty of the Pſalmiſt's precept in ge- 
neral, and © giving thanks unto the God of 
« heaven,” at all times and in all ſitua- 
tions, from the ſtedfaſt aſſurance, © that 
« his mercy endureth for ever, which, 
by the way, 1s the moſt devout, as well as 
the ſublimeſt motive we can act from; 
let us conſider ſome of the ordinary in- 


ducements we have to thankſgiving, when 
A 4 | we 


| 


8 THE DUTY or | 


ve are in the daily habit G in ae 


forts; when the Almighty Father may be 
ſaid, in the poetical language of ſcripture, 
to open his hand, and nn 
60 good.“ | 9 992 $5 $ 


Ax firſt, let us conſider the NY 
nefits and bleflings that are communicated 
individually to ourſelves. Theſe ſhould by 
no means be. confined to the extraordinary 
inſtances of divine mercy, to the ſucceſsful 
purſuits of ambition, the.acquiſition of ho- 


nours, and the grant of ſuperfluous wealth; 


but ſhould extend to the common advan- 
tages and the ordinary enjoyments of life. 
Among theſe let us never forget the primary 
bleſſing of HEALTH ; without which all 
othets would be of little avail, and in 
which a man may truly fay, © I have no 
« pleaſure.” In the next place, let us be 
ever thankful for food and raiment; for 
every inſtance of ſucceſs that might have 
attended the laudable exertions of induſtry 
5 
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in our reſpective callings; for deliverance 
out of danger and victory over temptation; 
for the pure and varied pleaſures of our 
intellectual faculties, as well as the lively 
gratifications of appetite and paſſion, when 
confined within the boundaries of 1 inno- 
cence and moderation. * 70 
Non from the wide circle of private en- 
joyments, which ſpring from © the riches 
© of divine goodneſs,” let us exclude the 
comforts of domeſtic life. Whatever plea- 
ſures or advantages a man meets with in 
his intercourſe with the world, they muſt 
be caſual and incidental. Home is, with 
every one, the principal ſcene of happineſs, 
or miſery. Other cauſes may produce oc- 
caſional additions or diminutions; but here, 
chiefly, the ſum, the eſtimate and value of 
life will be formed. This value will be al- 
ways more or leſs, according as we have 
been virtuous, or vicious; wiſe, or fooliſh; 
fortunate, or unfortunate. With thoſe 


who, 
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who, from whatever cauſe, cannot think. 
of HOME without feelings of anxiety, mor- 
tification, and regret, I have at preſent 
nothing to do; but you who enjoy the 
pure delights, the unbounded confidence 
and exalted ſatisfactions of conjugal affec- 
tion; you who, in addition to this, feel a 


parent's love, and experience the fond ca- 
reſſes of a child, learn, in theſe endearing 
ties, to trace the goodneſs of God; and let 


them be one motive with you, amongathou- 


ſand others, to offer up the daily ſong of 
| _ thankſgiving. Remember He is the ulti- 


mate * giver of all good.” Whatever might 


be the . proximate and apparent cauſe, H 


is the original author of that mind and 
thoſe diſpoſitions, which are formed for 
giving and receiving mutual - happineſs. 
He and HE only could give the ſtrong, 
but myſterious, CAPACITY of feeling and 
enjoying it. He is indeed the gracious 
author of every thing lovely and attractive 


In 
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in nature; and it is the characters of his 
hand that the fond father reads, when he 
views thoſe ſmiles of innocence, which fill 
his heart with tenderneſs and love. 


Bor, ſecondly, let us be ever willing 
and happy to indulge the pleaſing diſpoſi- 
tion of thankſgiving to God for ſuch bleſſ- 
ings as may be ſhowered down upon our 
neighbour. Though this is a duty whoſe 
obligations reſt on the cleareſt evidence of 
reaſon, and are enforced by the divine 
precept, which bids us © rejoice with them 
« that * N and weep with them that 
e weep: yet ſo lamentable is the depravity 
of human nature, that many, inſtead of 
thankſgiving, on ſuch occaſions, feel a, ten 
dency to indulge acontrary diſpoſition. Then 
it is that the evil paſſions of jealouſy and 
envy are excited in the boſoms of ſome. So 
far from feeling any devotional gratitude 
on contemplating the bleſſings which Pro- 
vidence may confer on a fellow-creature, 
| they 
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they are apt to murmur and repine at 


them, or experience all the mortification 


of a proud, ſelfiſh, and diſcontented ſpirit. 
But if that which ſhould beget good in us, 
generates only evil; and if that which 
ſhould enforce the practice of the moſt 
pleaſing duty, leads only to the tranſgreſſion 
of it, we may judge at once of the heinous 
nature of fin, and the dreadful corruption 
of that mind, in which the motives to 
godlineſs and virtue are thus liable to be 
perverted. 

Mar we not only ſhun theſe evil diſpo- 
ſitions, but be always happy when we ſee 


others ſo. Expreſſions of gratitude and 
joy when our neighbour acknowledges $ 


the bounties of God, and marks of ſym- 
pathy when he is ſinking under affliction, 
is one of the eaſieſt ways of ſhewing our 


g good-will to men.” The extenſive ſpirit 


of Chriſtian charity will require us to do 
much more. We muſt not only wiſh 


7 good, 
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good, and be thankful when it is done, 
but we: muſt embrace every opportunity 
of doing it ourſelves. 

Lr us therefore cultivate that genuine 
benevolence, which would render it an 
exerciſe of the moſt pleaſing duty to re- 
joice in our neighbour's proſperity; to be 
thankful for his recovery from ſick- 
neſs, difficulties, and dangers; to be 
happy when we hear that he has been 
enabled, by divine affiſtance, to correct his 
former failings and miſtakes ; and, in ſhort, 
to intereſt ourſelyes with the beſt feelings 
of humanity in every thing that relates to 
his happineſs, and that might ſerve to 
promote his welfare. 

Tart cultivation of this virtuous habit : g 
is of more importance, perhaps, when |; 
conſidered relatively, than it is in itſelf.” © | 
It is generally aſſociated with every friendly 

diſpoſition, and is the preparatory ſtep to | 
e every good word and work.” It effectually ! 
excludes the maleyolence of enyy, and the | 


repinings 
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repinings of diſcontent, and opens the 
mind to the generous ſentiments of friend- 
ſhip and brotherly lore. 

3 El 

. LasTLy, let us learn to extend the 
pious principle of thankſgiving for bleſſ- 
ings received by ourſelves and thoſe with 
whom we live, to any benefits and ad- 
vantages which the divine goodneſs may 
think fit to confer on our CounTRyY. 
When we “ ſing praiſes unto the God of 
% heaven” on ſuch occaſions, we may be 
ſaid to extend the limits without dimi- 
niſhing the ardor of our devotion : for not 
to mention that almoſt every one partakes, 
more or leſs, in public bleſſings; and that 
therefore our thankſgiving combines the 
motives and the intereſt both of private 
and ſocial gratitude ; it ſuperadds a pecu- 
liar fervor ariſing from the attachment 
which we all feel to our NATIVE LAND. 
The -love of our country, in this ſenſe, 
was wiſely implanted in us for the beſt of 
purpoſes, and is a common principle of hu- 
: 6 man 
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man nature. So powerful, indeed, is it, that 
there is not a ſavage, or civiliſed being, from 

the boundaries of one frozen zone to the 

other, perhaps, that does not feel a predi- 
lection for the pathleſs ilds, and ſnowy 


mountains, among which he was born, and 

where the days of his youth were paſſed. 
Ix this paſſion, then, is ſo extenſive, as 
to be ſtrongly felt by human beings in 
every climate, and under circumſtances of 
barbariſm and oppreſſion, that appear to us 
ſhocking to humanity; what additional 
motives muſt not WE have to love our 
COUNTRY, and to thank God that our lot is 
fallen on ſo fair a ground? Whether we 
conſider thoſe advantages which come im- 
mediately from the Almighty, and which 
we could have no hand in producing; 
ſuch as our inſular ſituation, the extent of 
our country, the diverſified beauties of its 
rivers, hills and valleys, the temperateneis 
of its climate, and the importance of its 
E 
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natural productions; or whether we con- 

ſider other bleſſings which we are permit 

ted (under his gracious providence) to en- 

Joy, and which reſult from the active energy 
and power of the people, their public confi- 

dence, and private worth; ſuch as our exten- 
ſive wealth and commerce; the advanced 

ſtate of every art and ſcience that contri- 

butes to the ornament and utility of civiliſed 

ſociety, the weight and importance of the 
Engliſh name among the nations of Eu- 
rope; but above all, when we conſider the 
admirable eſtabliſhment of our Proteſtant 
Church, the ſolemn and impartial diſtribu- 
tion of juſtice, the venerable fabric of our 
laws, and that CONSTITUTION under which 
we became a great, a wiſe, a religious, and 
' munificent people; when we conſider | 
| theſe, and many other particulars, we ſhall 
indeed have more abundant cauſe, perhaps, 
than any nation on earth, to“ give thanks 
« unto the God of heaven; and to confeſs 
that his mercy endureth for ever.“ 
68 IT 
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IT were to be wiſhed, indeed, that men 
could embrace the beneficent principles of : 
chriſtianity in their fulleſt extent, and con- 
ſider the whole world as their country, in a 
political view, and every fellow creature as 
a fellow citizen. Every pious and good 
man would rejoice to ſee the glorious proſ- 
pects of revelation realiſed, when there ſhall 
« be no more leading into captivity, and no 
« more complaining in our ſtreets ;” but 
« when the work of righteouſneſs ſhall be 
* PEACE, and the effect of righteouſneſs 
cc quietneſs and aſſurance for ever. This, 
however, depends not on one nation, we 
ſhould remember, and can never be accom 1 
pliſhed but by the general improvement of 
man 1n true wiſdom, religion, and virtue ; 
and then only by union of ſentiment and + 
co-operation of efforts. 

| LirzLE is it to be expected at preſent, 
when the hoſtile paſſions of jealouſy and 
ambition, the ferocious tyranny of ſome, 

D..:- and 
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and the ſelfiſn intrigues of others, have 
rendered wars, even in Chriſtian countries, 
almoſt - neceſſary, or at leaſt unavoid- 
able. Till men, therefore, ſhall be wiſer 
and better, let us be contented to ſee their 
virtues confined within practical mits. 


By taking too wide a range we do nothing 


effectual; becauſe our power is by no means 


commenſurate with our wiſhes; and by 
confining our duties within too ſmall a cir- 
cle, we may contract the heart into ſelfiſh- 
neſs, and favor the narrow Views of a 
weak and worldly mind. + P 
Max is in every reſpe& a finite creature. 
He may talk of infinity in every thing, but 
he comprehends it in nothing. It is a 
term which is reſorted to from the imper- 
fection of our nature, and is at the ſame 


time a confeſſion of it. He, therefore, ful 
fils the meaſure of his duty moſt accepta- 
bly to God, and moſt uſefully to man, who 
beſt proportions his means to his ends; 

| who, 
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who, knowing his own weakneſs, attempts 
not to make that a pretence for wilful neg- 
le& of duty; nor fruſtrates the object of 
his beneficence by idle profeſſions, or vain 
attempts to do more than he can. 

So that, on the preſent occaſion, with- 
out. harbouring any ſentiments of ill-will to 
others (for are we not all children of the ſame 
Father?) and without attempting to pry 
into the ultimate ends of divine wiſdom 
and power, we may be permitted to offer 
thankſgiving and praiſe at the throne of 
grace for any event that may happen to 
our country, and that ſeems to indicate the 
favor and protection of God. In particu- 
lar, we ſhould be very thankful, that in the 
midſt of the moſt dreadful war that ever 
deſolated the human ſpecies, its horrors 
have not approached our DWELLINGS; 
and if they have deprived us of ſome who 
were moſt dear to us, ſtill the ſhocking 


ſcene of ſuffering and of death, of plunder 
„ 
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and devaſtation, is far removed from our 
view. We may ſleep in peace, and wake 
with an aſſurance of our lives and N 
being ſecure. | 8 
TnkszE ſentiments ſhould give a Beeler 
devotion to the thankſgiving which we are 
called upon by the proclamation and exam- 
ple of our gracious Sovereign to offer this 
day, in conſequence of our late glorious vic- 


tory by ſea !—A victory that has taught us 


the ineſtimable importance of our great na- 
tional bulwark; that has afforded another 


_ illuſtrious proof of the profeſſional ſkill and 


intrepidity of our leaders; and (contrary to 
the apprehenſions of all) given us the 


| ſtrongeſt aſſurance that we may again fully 


confide in the valor, loyalty, and diſcipline, 
of our matchleſs ſeamen—A victory that 
has wiped away from the mind of every 
rational man the terrors of invaſion ; the 


moſt dreadful of all political calamities, 


which, in the preſent inſtance, muſt have 
7 5 been 
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been attended with unuſual horrors, from 
the ferocity, irreligion, the inveterate en- 
; mity, and, I may add, the unheard-of wick- 
edneſs, of the invaders. | 
Bur while we offer praiſes and chankſ- 
givings to God for this and every other na- 
tional bleſſing, let us carefully guard againſt 
the worſt of all pride, s8PIRITUAL PRIDE, 
and every thing that may ſavour of arro- 
gance, or phariſaical oſtentation. Let our 
devotion be the offspring of a grateful, but 
humble mind. Let the preſumption which 
too often attends ſucceſs, and the vanity 
which ſwells the heart in the day of vic- 
tory, be effectually checked, by conſidering 
that the wicked alſo have triumphed; that 
whom the Lord loyeth he chaſteneth, and 
« ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth.” 
Let the religion of Jesvs open our boſoms, 
at all times, to the ſenti nents of peace and 
reconciliation; and, having experienced the 


mercies of God, let us endeavour to imitate, 
| as 
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as far as we can, the ſupreme Obje& of 


perfection, and give others cauſe for grati- 
tude and love, by doing them all the Jo” 
in our power. g 
By thus regulating the exalted ſatisfac- 
tions of our thankſgiving to God by Chriſtian 
humility, and fulfilling the divine precept 
of our Holy Redeemer, © Freely have ye 
* received, freely give,” we may reſt aſ- 
fared, with humble confidence, that the 
Lei wilt Qill be rherciful unto ws and 
cc bleſs us, and lift up the light of his coun- 


* tenayce upon us. 


\ 


THE END: 
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